
NAME: KIDS LIVING WELL MEETING 
MEETING DATE: February 27, 2025 
MEETING TIME: 9:00 AM – 10:30 A.M. 
MEETING LOCATION: Zoom 

            KEY CONTACT: Sarah Rees 
MINUTES BY: Lisa Oliver  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Emily Hammer, Susan Millea, Sarah Martinez, Sonia Hartman, Mary Dodd, 
Ellyn M. Eisenberg, Courtney Baldwin, Jessie White, Amy Thompson, Monica Reyes, Jodie Jude, 
Jelina Tunstill, Crystal Rhodes, Katie Mitten, Erika Bitar, Chelsea Biggerstaff, Suzanne Henley, 
LeShawn Arbuckle, Leela Rice, Heath Newton, Stacy Spencer, Jessic Benavides, Martina 
Santesteban, Rose Hernandez, Leah Kelly Lilian Nahas, Melisse Fabian, Lisa Oliver, Rushmi  

 

MINUTES 
 

 Item Discussion 

1.  Call to Order  The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Sarah Rees 

2.  Welcome, Introductions and 
Announcements—Sarah Rees 

The group went into breakout rooms to introduce ourselves. 
Announcements: 
Emily Hammer - Register to attend the April 11th Connect & Restore Summit at Region 13 - 5 CEUs. If you 
want to share resources about your organization at resource tables, email Emily.hammer@esc13.txed.net 
Jodie Jude -- Cross Creek -- If anyone would like to reach out to me about the Cross Creek Hospital 
expansion, call me at 512-638-9325. 
Mary Dodd: HAIL, Housing and Independent Living Task Force of Austin, seeks your input in a survey. Give 
feedback on future housing and services targeting autistic adults and others with intellectual/developmental 
disabilities in the Austin area. Learn more about this effort, and please take the local housing survey before 
March 14 to ensure your preferences are included in the data being collected: 
 https://www.hailtaskforceaustin.org/. Please share this survey with families and individuals you know who 
may want their voice heard on this critically important issue. 

3.  Review and approval of Minutes from 
1/24/2025—Monica Reyes 

Erik Bitar made a motion to approve the minutes as is; Christinia Kuehn seconded the motion. Minutes 
were approved as is. 

4.  System of Care Updates- Heath Newton Texas SOC Conference is July 15-17, 2025. Meeting UT about outcomes with assessment data 
about services and families.  

5.  The Henry McMahon Children’s Advocacy 
Award nominations 2025- Christy Kuehn 

Christy reminded that March 10 is the deadline to enter nominations for this award. 

6.  
 

Immigration Resources, Trainings, and 
ISNA- Amy Thompson, Casey Family 
Programs, Special Advisor (Texas) 
Unaccompanied Children (UIC) Team 

Amy Thompson expanded on resources on immigration. You can find resources at 
https://txilc.org/resources/.  
For KYRs cards (in 10+ languages) on patients' rights specific to GA 46 and more information on the 
Decline to Answer information campaign: https://linktr.ee/declinetoanswertx 
For Information on ISNA members and membership: https://isnaustin.wordpress.com/members/ 
ISNA meets on the 4th Monday of every month, online and in person at the Carver library 1163 Angelina 
St. 11am - 12:30. For referral support and event updates throughout the month, we maintain a google 
group. The google group is a great way to get case specific local resource referrals (e.g. legal). 

7.  Presentation: Legislative Updates  
Kate Murphy, Director of Child Protection 
Policy with Texans Care for Children  
Leela Rice, Chief of Behavioral Health 
Policy with Texas Council of Community 
Center 

Kate Murphy delivered an update about 89th Texas Legislature, sharing a presentation with the group.  
https://capitol.texas.gov  

8.  Adjourned 10:32am Next Meeting: March 27, 2025, via ZOOM  
IDD Crisis Respite, In-Home Respite and Crisis Intake Coordination and children’s crisis respite 
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